
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time -Year A 
(Confirmation of Julianne and Gretchen Parsons and Hudson Smith) 

There are a couple different versions of the story of Jesus 
walking on the water. The story is found in Mark's Gospel and 
in John's, but in those accounts the disciples fear has to do with 
there being a storm on the Sea of Galilee. As Matthew relates 
the story, it is windy, but the fear comes from the disciples 
thinking they are seeing a ghost. Who else could walk on water? 
I really don't know what went through Peter's head that led him 
to suggest that he get out of the boat, which was probably 
already rocking violently, and come across the waves to Jesus. 
Maybe he thought if that worked, that surely would be a sign 
that it was Jesus and not a ghost, but couldn't something less 
dramatic have done the trick? In any case, Jesus is willing. He 
will do his part. 
It's Peter who discovers that it will have to be not only Jesus 
who plays a part. He will have to bring something, too! He will 
have to have faith! Turns out, his faith was not up to the task and 
he starts to sink. And immediately Jesus stretches out his hand 
and catches him and keeps him from sinking. Jesus was 
probably laughing when he said, "O you of little faith, why did 
you doubt?" 
In the sacrament of Confirmation God acts upon you. He sends 
down upon you in a more complete way the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, so that you will not have to face the storms of life without 
the strength you need but will know God's support and 
strengthening power. 
But confirmation is not magic. Those gifts of the Spirit can only 
be accessed and activated by the person of faith. You have to 
want them, and you have to want to make use of them. They will 



do you no good if you leave them lying dormant in your soul 
without a second thought to how your life can be enriched and 
even transformed with them in gear. 
It took me a long time to realize that. I was confirmed in 7th 
grade, but it wasn't until I was a sophomore in college that I 
came to realize the power of the gifts that God had bestowed on 
me. At that time, I became more and more aware that I was not 
living a whole life. I felt like there was an important part of me 
that was not engaged, not activated. It was like I was trying to 
get through life while hopping around on one foot. True, the foot 
I was using was getting stronger, but it was never going to be 
able to make up for what I could be doing if I put all of me into 
practice. 
The more I pondered my predicament the more I came to realize 
that it was my faith that was not involved. I had put it to the side 
because being a Catholic Christian in the midst of a secular 
world, like being in a public high school and then in a state 
university, could complicate things. I had to ask myself the 
question, though: Was it worth it, playing things safe so as not to 
raise any questions, or did I really want to be fully alive, with all 
the gifts God had given me fully active? Once the question 
became clear to me, I knew I knew the answer. And I went for 
it! 
I'm sure you don't remember, but you have been anointed with 
the Sacred Chrism before. At your baptism, after you have been 
cleansed from original sin in the baptismal waters, you were 
anointed on the top of your head with chrism as a sign that you 
had been consecrated as a member of God's own family. 
Today, the anointing is done on your forehead. The placement is 
important. Now, the mark is a sign of your commitment to be 
that member of God's family in the world. Other people will 



wear other markings, but yours is the sign of the cross, right in 
the spot that is the most prominent. 
Of course, the sign of the cross marked with chrism will not be 
immediately recognizable by others. But you will know, won't 
you? You won't forget, will you? If your attitudes and actions 
are carried out from your recognition that you have been 
marked, sealed, confirmed by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, people 
will notice. You will prove yourselves to be members of the 
household of God. But you cannot do that without faith, without 
being faithful to the truth of your life. 
That's your part. Being faithful and true. God's part is to take 
that effort and bring it to fulfillment, and the wind and waves 
and the chaos of life will quiet down and take heed. 
 


